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Ey 
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Foreword  :  '  >.  (- r'  / 

In  order  to  produce  some  sort  of  record  before  losing 
or  misplacing  the  current  collection  of  data  about  the  Moretz 
family  this  loose  leaf  series  of  pages  is  produced.   This  format 
will  offer  opportunity  for  verification,  correction  and  addition 
before  being  printed  in  a  final  form,  should  that  be  undertaken. 

^         GENEALOGY  OF  THE  MORETZ  (MORITZ,  MORRIS)  FAMILY 
■r;:)  ^  By  Joseph  Alfred  More*,  z,  Jr. 

<h  ^  The  earliest  information  available  at  this  time  concerns 

John  Moretz,  who  came  to  Randolph  County,  N.  C.  around  1787  and 
settled  on  a  fork  of  Rocky  RiverC*-^  He  was  married  to  Margaret 

who  was  born  March  17,  1724  and  died  Feb. 1810. 

On  the  records  of  Randolph  County  and  the  United  States  Census  of 
1790  the  name  was  spelled  "Morris". 

The  following  abstracts  of  deeds  in  Randolph  County  likely 
apply  to  our  John  "Morris"  and  his  family: 

Randolph  County  Deeds,  books  on  file  in  Register's  Office 
Asheboro,  N.  C. 

book  3,  p.  9  Grant 

July  24,  1786  -  State  Grant  to  John  Moris,  100  acres  on  Stinking 

Quarter  and  Sandy  Creek,  adj.  the  county  line. 

book  4  p.  40  Grant 

May  18,  1789  -  State  Grant  to  Margaret  Morris,  62  acres  on  Rock 

River,  adj.  Buntin's  line 

book  4,  p.  64  -  Deed 

Feb.  20,  1790  -  John  Husbands  to  John  Moris,  62  acres  on  Sandy 

Creek  waters,  beginning  south  west  corner  of  John  Pugh  land,  adjoins, 

William  Husband.   witnesses:  Dobion  Baird,  Thos.  Hambleton 

book  6,  p.  214  Deed 

Feb.  '30,  1796  -  Frederick  Smith  to  Christian  Morres  for  65  ■£  hard 

money,  100  acres  on  Sandy  Creek  waters,  adj.  Branson's  line. 

book  6,  p.  209  Deed 

Dec.  26,  1795  -  John  Morris  to  John  Rudolph  for  30  pounds,  62  acres 
on  Sandy  Creek  waters,  adj.  William  Husbans,  John  Pugh  and  John  Morris 
own  line.  Part  of  tract  to  Harmon  Husbands  from  Earl  of  Granville, 
to  Jacob  Gregg,  Feb. 3,  1763;  to  John  Husband  Dec. 8,  1770;  to  John 
Moris  Feb.  20,  1790.  includes  all  houses,  buildings,  orchards,  gardens 
pasture,  profits. 

(a).  Rev.  Offman's  report  shows  1787  but  the  state  grant  of  land 
to  John  Morris  is  dated  July  24,  1786. 
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book  12,  p.  181  -  Deed 

Sept.  19,  1811  -  Mary  Morris  to  David  Kime,  100  acres  on  waters 

of  Rocky  River,  tract  granted  John  Morris  by  State,  July  24,  1786. 

book  12,  p.  159  Division  of  Christian  Morris  lands..   .   ■  /  -ir ,  f  '-^'^  'i^  /j 

Sept.  26,  1812  Tract  #1  E^lizabeth  Fox,  heir,  iTicluding  John     >^x  y 
Shonols??  place.  Beg.  at  a  hickory  on  River  bank,  north  50  chains 
to  a  black  oak;  west  33  chains  to  a  black  oak,  south  18  chains  to 
the  river,  down  said  river  to  the  beginning,  containing  115  acres, 
valued  at  $160.00 

tract  #2  Barbara^ Moris,  Beginning  on  river  bank,  south  13  chains 
50  links  to  a  stake,  east  16  chains  30  links  to  a  black  oak;  west 
to  old  corner,  south  28  chains  to  a  post  oak,  north  of  old  corner, 
west  25  chains  to  a  black  oak,  north  36  chains  to  the  river,  down 
river  to  the  beginning,  containing  90acres,  valued  at  $175.00. 

^.3(L^-ic  c</  6'/c4^^^<^<-^^    ^"c/p  ^/^;d ^^x.  ^( .y^/  ^%'^lS'^^ ^ > 
tract  #3  Margaret  Morris.  Beginning  on  river,  north  west  corner  of  'J 
tract  #2;  south  26  chains~to  a  hickory  by  a  quantity  of  rocks, 
west  32  chains  to  a  black  jack  oak,  the  old  corner,  north  an  old 
line  to  the  river,  down  river  to  the  beginning.   Containing  128 
acres  valued  at  $72.00 

tract  #4  .  Mary_Swaford.   Beginning  at  a  white  oak  the  3rd  corner  of 

tract  #1;  north  22  chains  64  links  to  a  black  jack;west  19  chains 

to  a  black  jack;  north  48  chains  to  a  black  oak;  west  21  chains 

to  a  black  jack;  south  92  chains  to  the  river,  down  river  to  corner  of 

tract  #1;  north  18  chains  to  a  black  oak;  east  to  the  beginning, 

containing  276  acres,  valued  at  $150.00  ^ 

tract  #5  John  Morris.   Beginning  a  sweet  gum  on  River  bank,  in  Wm.  " 
Alreds  line,  north  3  chains  to  a  dogwood;  south  70  east  25  chains  to 
a  post  oak;  east  30  chains  to  a  hickory  in  line  of  tract  #4;  south 
crossing  river  9  chains  to  other  bank,  then  up  river  to  where  the 
old  line  crosses;  then  north  cross  river  to  beginning;   containing 
47  acres^  valued  at  $700.00, 


Sarah  Mcftrrls.   Beginnmg^a  black  jac 
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tract  #6  Sarah  Mcflrris.   Beginning^a  black  jack  the  north  west  corner  ( 
#4  tract;  west  24  chains  to  a  heap  of  stones;  south  85  chains  to  a 
hickory  in  line  of  tract  #5  or  the  mill  tract;  east  24  chains  to  a 
hickory  in  line  of  tract  #4;  north  85  chains  to  the  beginning, 
containing  204  acres,  valued  at  $150.00. 

tract  #7.  Christian  Morris.  Beginning  a  dogwood  the  north  west  corner 
of  the  mill  lot,  south  70  east  25  chains  to  a  post  oak;  east  6  chains 
50  links  to  a  hickory;  north  85  chains  to  a  heap  of  stones  the  north 
west  corner  of  #6;  west  4  chains  to  a  sweet  gum  William  Alreds  line; 
south  course  to  a  post  oak  the  old  corner  of  the  mill  tract;  south 
to  the  beginning,  containing  204  acres,  valued  at  $180.00. 
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tract  #8  Rebecca  Morris.  Beginning  a  post  oak  Edom  Patliffe  corner;  '- 
north  50  chains  to  a  black  jack;  east  22  chains  50  links  to  Cox  line; 
south  5  chains  to  a  black  jack;  west  to  the  beginning,  including 
the  place  Jacob  Moser  once  lived.   200  acres  valued  at  $180.00. 

book  14,  p.  124  Deed 

April  22,  1818  -  John  Morris  of  Lincoln  County,  North  Carolina  to 

James  Ward  for  $1400.00,  47  acres  on  waters  of  Deep  Piver,  including 

the  mill  belonging  to  the  said  John  Morris. 

signed  by  name 

witnesses:   William  Swaford,  Melen  Ward,  Levina  Ward 

book  14,  p.  327  Deed         %.'i\%ty^\  il(U  ^1  A^.r^  ..(t ^1^#.& 

July  23,  1811  -  John;Morris,  Martini  Staley,  Cather^T^i,  Rightsi'l, '    Ij 
M£Vfe^'^iSnfc^^'^fHi^'^''^^P°o'^'  MtfR'a'^-'^g^i^r'^Ev'^^'.tobter'.^raai^t.. 
M££Xis,  AT^t'lio'ny'^'ioble,  Reive  Sheaser???;  'heirs  of  Margaret  Morris, 
deceased;  to  Joseph  Staley  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  said  Margaret 
Morris,  deceased,  (by  State  to  Margaret  Morris  Grant  #549  on  Rocky 
River.) 
proved  by  Whitlock  Arnold,  1823. 

book  17,  p.  221  Deed 

Feb.  6,  1828  -  Revel  Safford  and  his  wife  Jane,  to  Christian  Morris 
of  Nilson  County,  Kentucky;  tract  in  Randolph  County,  N.C.  on  Deep 
River.   Beginning  at  a  dogwood  northwest  corner  of  the  mill  lot  of 
Elisha  Coffens. 

JOOk  17,  p.  228  Deed 
'Feb.  6,  1828  -  Revel  Stafford  and  his  wife  Jane,  to  jiargaret  Morris, 
of  Lincoln  County,  N.  C.  lot  #2  assigned  to  Barbara"'MorrIs7"and"#3     ' 
as¥igned3^on4a^rlfareiri*l6rTis.   On  Deep  River. 

book  18,  p.  157  Deed 

Oct.  27,  1814  -  Daniel  Moser  and  Barbara  his  wife,  to  Margaret  Morris, 

90  acres. 

both  sign  by  name 

witnessed:  John  Morris,  Nathan  Swafford 

book  ,18,  p.  312  Deed   Oct.  23,  1830 

Margaret  Morris  of  Lincoln  County,  N,  C.  to  Isaac  Cos,  218  acres 

on  south  side  Deep  River,  beginning  at  a  gum  original  line  of  mill 

tract. 

book  17,  p.  452  -  Deed 

1829  -  Nathan  Swaford  and  his  wife  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Christian 

Morris,  to  Hezekeah  S.  Clark,  Nathan  Mendenhall  and  Richard  Mendenhall. 

lot  #4 

(see  division) 
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book  19,  p.  400  Deed 

August  1,  1829  -  Christian  Morris  of  Jefferson  County,  Ky., 

to  Elisha  Coffin,  204  acres  on  north  side  of  Deep  River  adj.  the 

mill  tract. 

signed;  C.  Morretz 

witnesses:  Hugh  McCain;  Milton  Coffin       r  •  .  i  .  *■  ■':■*:    r .  :•.• 

book  8,  p.  96  Deed  of  Sale 

June  3,  1799  -  Benjamin  Hide,  Camblen  County,  N.  C . ;  to  Christin 
Morris  for  $300.00,  1  negro  woman  named  Jenney;  17  years  old,  sound, 
well  and  healthy. 

book  8,  p.  31  Deed 

Sept.  2,  1799  -  Christian  Morris  to  John  Brower,  merchant,  for 

125  pounds,  all  that  tract  on  waters  of  Sandy  Creek. 

Book  8,  p.  278  Deed 

Jan.  27,  1800  -  Christian  Morris  to  adam  Smith  of  Orange  County, 

N.C.  270  acres  on  Rocky  River,  Barton  to  Collier,  Collier  to  Morris. 

book  8,  p.  280  Deed 

May  12,  1801  -  C.  Morris  of  Cabroes  County,  N.C;  to  Henry  Smith  of 
Orange  County,  N.  C.  for  7  silver  dollars  40  acres  on  Rocky  River 
waters . 

In  Richland  Cemetery,  in  the  extreme  northeastern  corner  of 
Randolph  County  the  following  is  found  on  headstones: 

i^Margaret  Morris,  daughter  of  John;  8  July,  1816  -  1816 

o-Margaret  Morris,  March  1724  -  Feb.  1810 
(Johns  wife)  .^   i     a1',,K. 

i^aty  Moros,^  -16  Feb.  1796  -  12  Dec.  1852. 

(Catarina  Moritz  of  same  birth  date  is  listed  amoung 
Christian  Moritz 's  kin  in  the  old  Bible  belonging  to  Dr.  Sox) 

The  1790  Census  of  Randolph  County,  N.  C.  lists: 

(/John  Morris  -  2  males   16  years  and  over 
'r^r^Taaj;         2  males  under  16  years 
1         5  females 

^  Christian  Morris  -  1  male  over  16  years 
1  male  under  16  years 
3  females 
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In  an  old  German  Bible  which  belonged  to  Dr.  E.  J.  Sox 
the  following  information  is  found: 

The  first  part  was  in  German  script  and  spelled  the  name 
"Moritz" . 

1761,  Dec.  24   Christian  Moritz  was  born 

^-^-1794,  May  17   Maria 

I   1796,  Feb.  16  Catarina  ' 

i   1797,  Nov.  30  Christian 

i 

[   1799,  Dec.  18  Rebecca 

I        ■  The  Following  Was  Written  In  English: 

\        1761,  Dec.  24   Christian  Moretz  was  born 

J 

r    1764,  Oct.  13  Mary  Magdlana 

l^j   1784,  Oct.  6  Margaret 
'i 
1   1785,  Nov.  20  Barbara 

I   1788,  Aug.  22  John 

1791,  Oct.  6  Elizabeth 

U-1794,  May  17  Mary 

It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  Moretz  family  back 
into  Germany  as  tradition  has  it  that  this  line  is  descended 
from  the^  Duke  of  Saxony.  . 

There  was  a  Duke  Moritz,  elector  of  Saxony  Q521  -  1553)  who 
built  a  large  castle  (Moritzburg)  on  the  Elbe  river  about  eight 
miles  north  of  Dresden,  Germany.   In  tracing  this  history  it  is 
noted  that  the  name  is  spelled  "Maurice"  in  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittanica. 


St.  Moritz,  Switzerland,  is  named  for  Saint  Moritz  (Maurice) 
whose  name  in  Latin  was  "Saint  Mauritius." 
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There  was  a  german  writer,  Karl  Philipp  Moritz  Q757  -  1793), 
who  was  born  in  Hameln,  Hanover,  Germany,  of  a  poor  family;  was 
apprenticed  to  a  hatter;  wrote  several  novels  of  contemparary 
18th  century  German  life;  later  taught  in  Berlin.   There  is  no 
known  connection  between  this  family  and  ours. 

Included  in  Rupp's  "Collection  of  Thirty  Thousand  Names  of 
Immigrants"  are  interpretations  of  many  Baptismal  names.   Those 
in  which  we  might  be  interested  are: 

Alfred,  all  peace 

Christian,  Christian,  a  follower  of  Christ. 

Daniel,  judgement  of  God 

David,  well  beloved,  dear 

Edward,  a  noble  watchman,  truth  keeper 

Irenious,  one  who  is  peaceable. 

John,  the  mercy  of  the  Lord. 

Jonathan,  the  gift  of  God. 

Joseph,  addition,  increasing. 

Luther,  venerable,  respectable 

Moritz,  Maurice,  dark  colored,  auburn,  an  auburn  person 

Titus,  honorable,  illustrious. 

Zachariah,  the  memory  of  the  Lord. 

Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers"  vols.  I,  II  &  III  contain  lists 
of  ships  and  passengers  coming  from  Germany  into  Pennsylvania. , 
Contained  in  this  works  as  well  as  in  Rupp's  "Collection  of  Thirty 
Thousand  Names  of  Immigrants"  are  the  names  of  Johannes  (John) 
Moritz  and  Ludwig  (Lewis)  Moritz  who  arrived  in  Pennsylvania  on 
Sept.  29,  1750  aboard  the  ship  OSGOOD  under  the  captaincy  of 
William  Wilkie,  from  Rotterdam  and  Cowes. 

y^  ■ 

According  to  tradition  two  brothers  came  to  America  from 
Germany,  with  one  finally  settling  in  Randolph  County,  N.  C. 
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Randolph  County,  N.  C. 
Will  book  3,  page  101 

May  term  of  court,  1808 

Year's  allowance  for  Mary  Morris,  widow  and  relict  of  Chris.  Morris, 

deceased. 

The  whole  of  the  meets  on  hand. 

six  milk  cows 

two  beeves 

150  bushels  of  corn 

30  bushels  of  wheat 

3  bushels  of  salt 

40  weight  of  sugar 

10  pounds  of  coffee 

the  whole  of  fodder  and  oats  on  hand 

75  weight  picked  cotton  and  all  the  flax  on  hand 

50  weight  of  tallow 

all  the  leather  on  hand 

50  weight  of  lard 

all  the  cloth  and  thread  on  hand 

all  the  honey  on  hand  and  dried  apples  and  pickle  cabbage  on  hand 

and  20  bushels  of  corn  to  support  the  stock  on 

signed:  T.  Lane,  William  Aired,  Senr.,  William  Aired,  Joshua  Craven 

Will  book  3,  page  166 

Feb.  court  1810 

John  Craven  and  Mary  Morris,  Adms.of  Christian  Morris  to  the  estate 

of  their  intestate. 

To  account  of  sales  returned  f,  31  -  14  s.  4 

Monies  collected  on  account,  ^j  15  -  2s.  3 

to  Barbara  Morris,  note  for  property  returned  £,  12  -  3s.  8 

to  Margaret  Morris,  for  property  returned  t,  12  -  4s.  4 

To  James  Giles  note  17s  6 

to  interest  on  the  notes  L  37  -  8s.  3 

to  interest  on  the  notes  f,  10  -  6s. 

Total  £  815  -  lOs.  4 
h   707  -  16s.  2 

Balance  in  hands  of  Administrators 

From  which  it  appears  that  each  of  the  heirs  is  entitled  to  the  sum 
<^Comm;  A.  Gray  and  H.  Moffitt  (signed) 
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MOPRIS 

of 

Randolph  County 

North  Carolina 

deed  book  14  page  327  dated  23  July  1811 
heirs  of  Margaret  Morris,  deceased,  names: 
MARTIN  STALEY 


Martin  Staley,  born  in  a  province  of  Holland,  circa  1747,  settled 
in  Randolph  County,  N.  C.  (buried  Richland  Cemetery  on  Stinking 
Quarter  Creek,  Randolph  County)  married  CHARITY  MORETZ. 
They  had  the  following  known  children. 

Conrad  Staley,  d.  1833  m.  Catherine  Smith,  dau.  of  Adam  Smith 

Martin  Staley  m.  Elenora  Bennett 

John  Staley  m. 

Mary  Staley  m.  John  Rudolph,  went  to  Montgomery  Co.  Ohio 

Abram  Staley  m.  Elizabeth  Swain,  Mrs.  Mary  Amick,  Polly  Overman 

Christian  Staley  m.  Mary  Magdalene  ? 

source:  Dennis  R.  York,  Jr.  -  Richardson,  Texas 

the  same  source  says  that: 

Conrad  Staley  d.  1816  m.  Barbara  Hoover  in  1769  had  a  son 

Joseph  Staley  who  m.  Margaret  Moretz,  sister  to  Charity  Moretz. 

They  had  a  son  Christian  Staley. 

1815  tax  list  Randolph  County,  N.  C. 

Capt.  Armfetead's  District 

John  Morris  -  100  acres  on  Richland  Creek 

1  white  poll 

3  black  polls 

47  acres  on  Deep  River 

valued  at  $1000.00 
John  Morris  for 

Christopher  Morris  -        204  acres  on  Deep  River  valued  at  $180.00 
Sarah  Morris  204  acres  on  Deep  River  valued  at  $  50.00 

Margaret  Morris  218  acres  on  Deep  River  valued  at  $245.00 

Rebecca  Morris  200  acres  on  Deep  River  valued  at  $180.00 
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